Grow Your Own Garden 

I love the idea of being self-sustaining. How amazing does it feel to be empowered this way? YEA!! So I came across this blog I just had to share by a woman who has been growing her own food for years. She's got some wonderful tips on things like cages to keep out "Tree Rats" a.k.a squirrels. (See below)
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My veggie garden consists of three raised beds that have produced some pretty plentiful harvests 

over the years. I'm always looking for new ideas. Some day I'll have enough property to build a biodome and grow food most of the year – even in our harsh Wisconsin winters. Yup, it truly is possible. : )
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This year I created a mini-dome with bent pvc pipe covered in plastic. It worked well for my lettuce garden that I planted at the beginning of May. We are getting all of our greens from our back yard garden now. 
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In two different gardens we are growing tomatoes (several heirloom varieties), peas, squash, cucumbers, carrots, hot and sweet peppers and a fun plant called "ketchup and fries" (grafted potato and tomato plants) that we picked up at our favorite organic gardening center, Paradigm Gardens. 
Then on the deck I have two wonderful 4ft tall garden beds for my herbs just outside the door for easy harvesting. 
Can you tell that summer is my F A V O R I T E time of year?
How does it get any better than this? 

You can find some fun garden ideas on my Pinterest site - I've been collecting them for a while now. 

My next experiment is using my essential oils to sustain the garden. I'll let you know what I find. 

I wonder how I can slow down time to make this beautiful summer last and last? What else is possible? 

Enjoy your summer. Everyday is a gift. 
Mary Crawford
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